Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999 / Apr. 1

and community volunteers. | have, therefore,
asked every executive department and agen-
cy of the Federal Government to develop an
action plan that helps recruit census workers
and promotes full participation in Census
2000. The Census Bureau has put forth a
comprehensive and complete plan that in-
cludes a full enumeration and modern sci-
entific methods. The Bureau will also build
unprecedented partnerships with business,
community groups, schools, and State, local,
and tribal governments and use, for the first
time, radio, television, and billboard adver-
tisements to encourage everyone to partici-
pate in Census 2000.

Working together, we can ensure that
Census 2000 truly reflects who we are as a
people and that each American can make the
best of the opportunities of the 21st century.

Statement on Results From a Florida
Youth Antismoking Program

April 1, 1999

Today the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention is publishing promising new re-
sults from the youth antismoking program
launched by the late Florida Governor
Lawton Chiles. The study shows that in just
one year, smoking has declined by 19 percent
among middle school students and by 8 per-
cent among high schoolers. These results
show why every State should have a com-
prehensive program to reduce youth smoking
and why | oppose any legislation waiving the
Federal Government’s claim to tobacco set-
tlement funds without making a commitment
from the States to fund such efforts. Without
such a commitment, States won't have to
spend a single penny of the $246 billion set-
tlement to reduce youth smoking. We must
act now: Every day 3,000 children become
regular smokers, and 1,000 will have their
lives cut short as a result.

NoTE: This statement was embargoed for release
by the Office of the Press Secretary until 4 p.m.
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Proclamation 7157—Cancer Control
Month, 1999

April 1, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Each year for more than half a century,
our Nation has dedicated the month of April
to reaffirming our commitment to developing
more effective prevention, detection, and
treatment of cancer and to recognizing the
progress that we have made in fighting this
devastating disease.

Today we are reaping the rewards of our
long-standing efforts to combat cancer as re-
searchers make remarkable progress virtually
every day. Over the past several years, for
example, scientists have identified genes in-
volved in a number of cancers, including can-
cers of the breast, prostate, kidney, skin, and
colon. In the first year of the Cancer Genome
Anatomy Project at the National Cancer In-
stitute (NCI), researchers succeeded in iden-
tifying more than 300,000 DNA sequences
and 12,000 new genes—double the initial ex-
pectation. The newly created Cancer Genet-
ics Network will help scientists answer the
many clinical questions raised by these dis-
coveries. This national network will link par-
ticipating cancer research centers and
strengthen their efforts not only to identify
genes that predispose people to cancer, but
also to learn better methods for counseling,
testing, and monitoring people for cancer
susceptibility. These and other recent ad-
vances are providing Americans with our
most powerful weapons to defeat cancer:
early detection and immediate treatment.

Recognizing the great promise such find-
ings hold for our battle against cancer, my
Administration has dedicated unprecedented
Federal resources toward cancer research.
The omnibus appropriations bill 1 signed this
past October increased funding for the NCI
by $400 million. This increase—the single
largest increase in funding for cancer and
medical research in history—sets the NCI
budget at nearly $3 billion, enabling it to
fund critical new research, including 10 new
clinical trials for breast cancer treatment.



